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Editorial
https://doi.org/10.55625/joisr-conf6-00

By the Editor-in-Chief

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds. May peace and
blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and all his
Companions.

The Prophetic Sunnah constitutes a fundamental foundation for
understanding the Qur’an and implementing its rulings. Accordingly,
the authority of the Sunnah (Hujjiyyatal-Sunnah) and its authentication
have occupied a central position in Islamic jurisprudential studies and
the Islamic sciences. Among the scholars who made a significant
contribution to articulating the concept of the authoritative status of
the Prophetic Sunnah and strengthening its role in Islamic legislation
was Imam Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi'i (may Allah have mercy
upon him).

Against this background, Imam Al-Bukhari International
Academy, in cooperation with the Islamic University of Minnesota,
USA, organized the Sixth International Conference entitled: «Imam
al-Shafi'i's Contributions to Strengthening the Authority of the
Prophetic Sunnah.»

The conference sought to highlight Imam al-Shafi'i's scholarly
contributions to affirming and strengthening the authority of the
Prophetic Sunnah and to examine their impact on the methodology of
Islamic jurisprudence and the Islamic sciences.

The conference also provided a wvaluable opportunity for
researchers and scholars interested in the Islamic juristic heritage to
study the methodology of Imam al-Shafi'i (may Allah have mercy
upon him), examine his scholarly contributions, and gain a deeper
understanding of his role in establishing the Sunnah as a foundational
source of Islamic legislation and elucidating its influence on juristic
reasoning (ijtihad fighi).
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The Journal of Islamic Scientific Research is pleased to publish
these papers following their peer review, in service of scholarly
research and researchers. We ask Allah to make these studies
beneficial to researchers and to enable them to constitute a valuable
addition to the Islamic scholarly literature, particularly in the fields
of the Prophetic Sunnah, Islamic jurisprudence (figh), and its legal
theory (usul al-figh).

Indeed, He alone is the Guardian of this and fully capable of
bringing it to fruition.
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Imam Al-Shafi'i and acting upon single-narrator hadiths
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Research summary: The research addressed the confirmation of the
authority of the Prophetic Sunnah, by explaining how scholars confronted
those who denied or rejected the Sunnah, while providing the evidence that
necessitates acting upon the Sunnah. One of the most prominent scholars in
this matter was Imam Al-Shafi’i, who worked to establish and strengthen the

application of the single hadith, and confronted with evidence and explanation
all those who rejected any part of the Sunnah on the grounds that it consists of
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single hadiths that cannot be used to establish a legal ruling.

The research included an explanation of the meaning of ahad hadith,
its categories, and its ruling, along with mentioning those scholars who
accepted or rejected acting upon it. Then there was a presentation of Imam
Al-Shafi’i’s position on working with single-narrator hadiths, and a mention
of some of the evidence that Imam Al-Shafi’i directed towards in this chapter,
through the presentation of the transmitted evidence from the Holy Qur’an
and the Prophetic Sunnah, and the practical evidence from the actions of the
Companions, may God be pleased with them.

Theresearchhasreached aset ofresults and anumber ofrecommendations,
which demonstrate and confirm the argument and action based on what has
been proven from the reports of the single narrators.

Keywords: The Qur’an — The authority of the Sunnah — Al-Shafi’i —
Ahadith (single-narrator hadith) — The practice of the Companions.
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Research Abstract:

This research addresses the methodology adopted by Imam al-Shafi’i
in documenting narrators of the Prophetic Hadith and the scientific criteria
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he applied to establish the authority of the Hadith and the obligation to act
upon it, provided that the necessary conditions are met for both the narrator
and the narrated text. Regarding the narrator, he must be a person of integrity
(«adl»), truthful, and righteous, and not a concealer of flaws in the chain
(«mudallis»). Regarding the narrated text, the chain («isnad») must be
continuous, the narration must come from a correct, authentic written source,
and it must not contradict the reports of reliable narrators. If a contradiction
occurs, the correct report is determined by following the narration of the most
memorizing/precise reporter («ahfaz»). Also, narration by meaning is not
accepted unless the reporter is knowledgeable in the nuances of the Arabic
language.

The study compares his methodology with that of the Hadith scholars
(Muhaddithin) in documenting narrators, concluding that he agreed with their
scientific criteria in authentication. Consequently, he upheld the authority
of acting upon solitary reports («khabar al-ahad») whenever it is narrated
by a reliable narrator from a similar one, up to the end of the chain, with
a connected, non-anomalous («non-shadh»), and faultless («non-mu’allal»)
chain.

Keywords: Standard / Criterion - Authentication / Documentation -
Hadith Narrator - Imam Al-Shafi’i - Kitab al-Risala (The Treatise
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Research Sumary:

This research deals with highlighting the efforts of Imam Shafi’i in
determining the authenticity of the single news and establishing his position
in the legal reasoning system.

* In his time, Imam Shafi’i faced verbal and jurisprudential currents
that questioned the acceptance of single news, so he worked to establish a
well-established scientific approach that controls dealing with it, based on
transfer and mental evidence, and on the practical application of the audience
of companions and followers.

* The research shows the Shafi’i’s rules in accepting the news of the ones,
as he decided in the «letter» that the argument is only based on the transfer of
justice. The officer said: «The argument does not carry out private news until
it is proven by the transfer of justice from justice» (Al-Messah p. 401).

» He also stressed the nation’s reliance on the news of the one, saying:
«There are still those who have been among the imams of Muslims to prove
the same news» (Al-Messalah p. 460).

* He protested that the response of the news of the Ones leads to the
invalidation of most of the Sunnah by saying: «And if it is permissible to
return the news to a few of those who narrated it, no news has never been
proven about the Prophet» (Al-Mother: 7295/).

Al-Shafi'i concluded that one news of justice is binding, and that the
nation is united to accept it, which made it one of the most prominent of
the origin of its authenticity and built on it a well-established approach to

reasoning
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Research Summary

This research aims to clarify Imam al-Shafi’i’s position on the authority
of hadith, particularly the hadith of a single narrator, and to reveal his
scholarly methodology in refuting the approaches that sought to reject the
Prophetic Sunnah based on reason and opinion. In his book, al-Risalah, al-
Shafi’i established a comprehensive legal framework in which he affirmed
the binding nature of the Sunnah in Islamic law. He demonstrated that a
hadith of a single narrator, if it meets the conditions of acceptance-namely,
a continuous chain of transmission, the integrity of the narrators, and their
accuracy-constitutes a legitimate legal proof that must be acted upon.

The research highlights that al-Shafi»i did not exclude or disregard
reason. Rather, he defined its role as understanding, deduction, and weighing
evidence, rejecting its use as a counterpoint to the text or as a judge over it.
He clarified that rejecting the Sunnah on the grounds of its contradiction with
reason or opinion leads to the suspension of divine revelation and undermines
the foundations of legal reasoning. The research also reveals the argumentative
methodology adopted by al-Shafi>i in refuting his opponents who relied on
reasoned opinion and analogy, demonstrating his methodological balance
between textual evidence and reason. This balance is what made him the true
founder of the science of Islamic jurisprudence (usul al-figh) and the founder
of the moderate school that combined the scholars of hadith and those who
relied on reasoned opinion.

The importance of this research lies in highlighting the fundamental
principles established by Imam al-Shafi>i to protect the Prophetic Sunnah
from attempts at invalidation, both past and present, and in connecting his
methodology to contemporary realities in light of the resurgence of calls that
prioritize reason over religious texts.

Keywords: Imam al-Shafi»i - Authority of Hadith - Solitary Hadith -
Authority of the Sunnah - Reason and Opinion - Analogy - Refutation of the

Sunnah - Methodology of Reasoning.
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Abstract

This thesis aims to elucidate Imam Al-Shafi’i’s assertion that the Holy
Quran serves as the foundation of legislation, and that the Prophetic Sunnah
serves as its clarification, representing a triumph for the Prophetic Sunnah
that affirms its authority and establishes it as the interpreter and clarifier of
the Holy Quran. He exerted tremendous effort in this regard and authored
numerous works that had a profound impact on the methodologies of later
scholars.

The thesis employs a descriptive-analytical method, based on an
inductive reading of texts and an examination of their implications in their
primary sources.

The thesis concluded with several findings, the most prominent of which
are:

1. Imam Al-Shafi’i’s assertion established a solid scientific foundation
for deriving Islamic rulings by integrating text and narrative.

2. Imam Al-Shafi’i, by establishing the science of jurisprudence
principles, contributed to setting precise methodological controls,
which had a significant impact on Sharia and jurisprudential studies.

Keywords: Imam Al-Shafi’t — Holy Quran — Prophetic Sunnah —
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honored them with knowledge and articulation, and made the Sunnah of His
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) an authoritative source of guidance
across all times and ages.

This study addresses the principles-based theorization of the authority of
the Prophetic Sunnah as one of the most precise and profound methodological
contributions established by early scholars to regulate legal reasoning, guide
the understanding of texts, and define the methods of deriving proofs from
them.

In this context, the research aims to highlight the methodological
contribution of Imam al-Shafii in developing the foundational principles
governing the jurisprudence of the Sunnah, in light of his seminal work al-
Risalah. This is achieved through establishing regulating principles for proper
understanding, clarifying the impact of these principles on affirming the
authority of the Sunnah, and organizing the methods of its interpretation and
legal inference.

Accordingly, the Sunnah moved from the sphere of practical acceptance
to a structured, theory-based domain of legal and methodological reasoning.

Keywords: Imam al Shafii — Authority of the Sunnah — Jurisprudence
of the Sunnah — Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence — Transmission and
Comprehension — Hadith Studies — Preservation of Narration — Rationalization

of Understanding.
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The methodology of combining legal hadiths according to Imam

al-Shafi>i and its impact on venerating the Prophetic Sunnah,
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Abstract

This research examines Imam al-Shafi’i’s methodology in reconciling

133



OO OO OO OO OO O OO OO0

hadiths and its impact on venerating the Prophetic Sunnah, as demonstrated
in his book «Ikhtilaf al-Hadith»

The research’s significance lies in highlighting the rigorous scholarly
approach Imam al-Shafi’i employed to preserve prophetic texts and reconcile
their apparent contradictions, reflecting his commitment to presenting a
comprehensive and balanced picture of the Sunnah.

The research utilizes a descriptive-analytical methodology, examining
selected examples that illustrate Imam al-Shafi’i’s method of reconciling and
presenting diverse hadiths in a coherent manner.

The findings reveal that Imam al-Shafi’i was keen on reconciling hadiths
related to a single topic -whenever possible- a characteristic that dominated
his approach to resolving apparent contradictions. This reflects Imam al-
Shafi’1’s profound understanding of the Prophetic Sunnah and the importance
of preserving its texts within a balanced scholarly framework.

Keywords: Imam al-Shafi’i, Prophetic Sunnah, Reconciling Hadiths,
Venerating the Sunnah, Ikhtilaf al-Hadith
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Abstract:

This study examines the efforts of Imam Al-Shafi’i in emphasizing
the significance of the prophetic Sunnah and establishing its authority as a
fundamental source of Islamic Legislation.Imam Al-Shafi’i is regarded as
one of the most influential scholars who firmly defended the Sunnah against
those who denied or questioned its authenticity and authority.

The research aims to highlight the methodological foundations
employed by Imam Al-Shafi,i in proving the authority of the Sunnah through
an analytical and inductive approach.This is achieved by examining his
statements and evidences¢ particularly in his renowned work Al-Risalah.The
study also explores the relationship between the Qur’an and the Sunnah in
terms of clarification specification and restriction.

Furthermore« the research discusses the arguments of those who denied
the Sunnah and presents Imam Al-Shafi‘i’s responses to them. The study
concludes that Imam Al-Shafi‘i played a pivotal role in the development of the
principles of Islamic jurisprudence (Usul al-Figh) and in firmly establishing
the Sunnah as an independent and authoritative source of legislation. His
scholarly contributions significantly strengthened the status of the Sunnah
and protected it from criticism and denial.

Keywords: Imam Al-Shafi‘i« Sunnah¢ Authority of Sunnah, Usul al-
Figh, Islamic Law.
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Abstract

All praise is due to Allah, who made His Prophet>s Sunnah an explanation
of His Book.

This study examines the authority of the Prophetic Sunnah amidst
contemporary trends that deny or undermine its legislative status. The
research addresses the misconceptions of «Sunnah-deniers» who claim the
«Sufficiency of the Quran» or doubt Hadith authenticity. It aims to refute
these claims by relying on Imam al-Shafi’i>s methodology as the pioneer
of the systematic grounding of the Sunnahys authority. The study adopts an
analytical-foundational approach to elucidate the mechanisms of responding
to these misconceptions according to the principles established by al-Shafi’i.

Keywords: Authority of Sunnah — Imam al-Shafi’i — Sunnah Deniers —
Usul al-Figh — Contemporary Misconceptions.
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Abstract

This study aims to highlight the scholarly and methodological efforts
of Imam alShafi'i in establishing the authoritative status of the Prophetic
Sunnah and refuting the intellectual trends that denied it during the second
Islamic century-a period marked by the early emergence of deviations from
the Sunnah and the rise of extreme rationalist tendencies. The research adopts
an analytical-inductive approach by tracing alShafi'i's arguments across his
major foundational works, such as alRisalah, alUmm, and Ikhtilaf alHadith,
in addition to the reports transmitted by hadith scholars.

The study examines several key themes, including an analysis of the
intellectual environment that contributed to the rise of doubts about the
Sunnah; alShafi'i's method of affirming its authority through the Qur’an
by classifying types of prophetic explanation, interpreting the concept
of Hikmah, and citing verses commanding obedience to the Prophet; his
establishment of the authority of solitary reports (khabar alwahid) through
both textual and rational proofs; and his demonstration of the consensus of
early scholars on acting upon them. The research also explores his refutations
of early Quranists, Mu‘tazilites, and Ahl alRa’y, as well as his formulation
of foundational principles for resolving perceived contradictions between
hadiths, such as reconciliation, abrogation, and preference.

The study concludes that alShafi'i laid the foundations of a comprehensive
scholarly project to safeguard the Sunnah; that its authority is firmly grounded
in the Qur’an; that rejecting solitary reports would lead to the suspension of
numerous legal rulings; and that his approach to resolving hadith contradictions
became the basis for the later discipline of Mukhtalif alHadith. The research
further demonstrates that contemporary objections to the Sunnah are not new
but rather a repetition of earlier doubts that alShafi'i had already addressed
with clarity. It recommends reviving his methodological framework in
teaching usul alfigh, given its robust scholarly foundations that preserve the
Sunnah’s legislative status.

Keywords: Authority of the Sunnah, alShafi'i, solitary report, Sunnah
deniers, Mukhtalif alHadith.
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Abstract

The Prophetic Sunnah is the second source of Islamic legislation. It
has garnered the attention of the vast majority of scholars-particularly those
specializing in Hadith and its associated sciences-foremost among them the
eminent Imam Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi‘i (may Allah have mercy on
him). He played a pivotal role in defending and upholding the Sunnah, refuting
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those who denied its authority and authenticity. Furthermore, those versed
in this field are well aware of Imam al-Shafi‘i’s significant contribution to
championing the Sunnah and prioritizing it over personal opinion (*ra’y*)
and analogical reasoning (*qiyas*); this is evident in the practical application
of honoring the Prophetic Sunnah within the Shafi‘i doctrine.

Keywords: efforts - Al-Shafi'i - the Prophetic Sunnah.
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Abstract:

This study examines the role of al-Shafii in affirming the authoritative
status of the Prophetic Sunnah through an analytical approach that integrates
two complementary perspectives: the epistemological foundations underlying
his conception of the sources of Islamic legal knowledge, and the rhetorical
and argumentative strategies he employed in defending the authority of the
Sunnah and responding to those who questioned its evidentiary status.

The study aims to uncover the epistemic structure that shaped al-Shafii’s
understanding of the relationship between the Quran and the Sunnah, and
to clarify how this structure is connected to the persuasive mechanisms he
utilized in constructing his arguments within the context of early Islamic
scholarly debates.

Adopting an analytical methodology based primarily on the examination
of al-Shafii’s writings -particularly his seminal work al-Risalah- the research
combines epistemological analysis with rhetorical examination of his
argumentative discourse. The study concludes that al-Shafii’s defense of
the Sunnah was not merely a polemical response to his opponents; rather,
it constituted a comprehensive intellectual project aimed at articulating a
theory of the sources of legal authority and the principles of legal reasoning.
His rhetorical style functioned as a deliberate argumentative instrument that
strengthened the authority of the Sunnah and reinforced its position within the
framework of Islamic legal reasoning.

The findings further demonstrate that the interaction between
epistemological structure and rhetorical argumentation played a central role in
consolidating the authority of the Sunnah as a foundational source of Islamic
law, and significantly contributed to the formation of Islamic legal theory in
the classical tradition.

Keywords:
Al-Shafii, authority of the Sunnah, epistemological foundations,
rhetorical argumentation, usul al-figh, hadith methodology.
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The Impact of Imam al-Shafi'i's Statements on the Veneration of the
Sunnah upon the Jurists of His School of Thought

Imam al-Nawawi as a Model

This research aims to illustrate the impact of the statements of Imam
al-Shafi’i (may Allah have mercy on him) regarding the veneration of the
Prophetic Sunnah upon the jurists of his school of thought, taking Imam al-
Nawawi as an applied model. Imam al-Shafi’i established clear principles
founded upon giving precedence to the Sunnah, relying on authentic hadith as
proof, rejecting sectarian zealotry toward one’s school of thought, and linking
independent legal reasoning (ijtihad) to Shari’a-based evidence.

The impact of these statements is clearly manifest in Imam al-Nawawi’s
scholarly and jurisprudential methodology, as he made the Prophetic Sunnah
the focal point of deduction and juristic preference (tarjih), and he explicitly
stated that an authentic hadith takes precedence over the predominant position
of the school of thought when the evidence is established. This was also
reflected in his major works, particularly al-Majmu’ Sharh al-Muhadhdhab
and Sharh Sahih Muslim, and in his jurisprudential choices grounded in the
strength of the text and its import.

The research seeks to demonstrate that Imam al-Nawawi represents the
prominent methodological continuation of Imam al-Shafi’i in venerating the
Sunnah and evidence, and that his adherence to this methodology contributed
to establishing a Shafi’i jurisprudence founded on scholarly adherence and
the primacy of the Shari’a text, far removed from sectarian zealotry and blind
imitation.

Keywords: Imam al-Shafi’i, Imam al-Nawawi, Shafi’i School of
Thought, Veneration of the Sunnah.
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Summary
Imam al-Shafi'i's methodology represents a foundational scholarly
model for establishing and strengthening the authority of the Prophetic
Sunnah, grounded in rigorous legal reasoning, a disciplined balance between
textual evidence and rational inquiry, and a firm affirmation of the Sunnah
as an essential source of Islamic legislation alongside the Qur’an. Through
his systematic approach-most notably articulated in al-Risala-al-Shafi‘i laid
down clear principles for the authentication and use of Prophetic traditions,
countering tendencies that privileged subjective reasoning over revealed
texts. In the contemporary context, this methodology proves highly relevant
in addressing modern skepticism toward the Sunnah and responding to
excessive rationalist trends that seek to marginalize or reinterpret Prophetic
traditions beyond their intended meanings. By applying al-Shafi‘i’s balanced
framework, a contemporary Islamic legal discourse can be developed that
upholds the authority of the Sunnah while remaining intellectually rigorous,
dialogical, and responsive to modern challenges. Moreover, his approach
facilitates reconnecting contemporary audiences with the Prophetic Sunnah
through a methodological and purposive understanding that reinforces trust in
the hadith tradition and its continued legal relevance. With the advancement
of digital technologies, this methodology can be effectively disseminated
through scholarly platforms, interactive educational content, and digital
research tools, thereby contributing to the consolidation of the Sunnah’s
authority in contemporary Islamic thought and safeguarding it against current
intellectual challenges.

Keywords:
Imam al-Shafi‘i methodology, Prophetic Sunnah, authority of the Sunnah,

Islamic legislation, legal reasoning, text and reason, excessive rationalism.
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Abstract:

The research idea revolves around identifying the elements that learners
must pay attention to in order to achieve scientific brilliance and talent. The
research aims to identify the elements that Imam Al-Shafi’i used in his pursuit
of knowledge, which led to his scientific brilliance. The research also aims
to highlight Imam Al-Shafi’i’s efforts in guiding students to follow a sound
scientific methodology. The inductive-analytical method was used in this
research. The most prominent results of the research are: the importance of
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scientific methodology in the pursuit of knowledge, the importance of the
biographies and sayings of Islamic scholars in guiding students of knowledge,
and the status of Imam al-Shafi’i and his scientific biography, which had a
great impact on guiding learners. The researcher sees the need to highlight the
biographies of Islamic scholars and to derive various scientific methodologies
that have a significant impact on educational curricula.

Keywords: Al-Shafi’i, fundamentals, scientific excellence, scholar,
methodology
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Summary
The educational methodology of Imam al-Shafi'i offers a rich scientific
and pedagogical model that can significantly contribute to modern teaching
and skill development. His approach is characterized by precise foundational
principles, reliance on evidence, and systematic organization of knowledge. Al-
Shafi'i emphasized establishing core principles before addressing secondary
issues and consistently linked rulings to their proofs, enabling learners to
develop structured, analytical thinking rather than mere memorization. This
method strengthens students abilities in analysis, comparison, and inference,
and supports deep understanding through a gradual progression from
fundamentals to applications, as seen in his works al-Risala and al-Umm.
His use of dialogue and debate as teaching tools fosters communication
skills, scientific reasoning, and respect for differing views, while his clear
examples help bridge theory and practice. In training students of knowledge,
al-Shafi’1’s methodology provides an integrated model that combines ethics
with scholarship, emphasizing sincerity, discipline, patience, and strong
research skills, including the evaluation and organization of evidence. For
teacher preparation, his scholarly conduct represents a model of clarity,
precision, and interdisciplinary mastery across language, jurisprudence, and
legal theory-qualities that enhance effective knowledge transmission. With
the rise of digital technologies, his school of thought can now be disseminated
more efficiently through interactive educational platforms, visual content
explaining legal principles, digital libraries, and Al applications that simulate
his reasoning methods. Thus, Imam al-Shafi’i’s approach marked by clarity,
rigor, and depth - can play a vital role in shaping contemporary education,
connecting heritage to modern knowledge, and equipping learners and
educators with sound intellectual tools while leveraging digital environments
to broaden access to his legacy.
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Keywords:
Imam Al-Shafi’1’s educational methodology, development of intellectual
and research skills, academic capacity building, and the integration of digital

technologies to enhance education and promote the Shafi’i school.
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Abstract

This study aims to enhance the Shafi‘i methodology in the study of the
Prophetic Sunnah within educational institutions by activating its digital
educational applications, thereby contributing to the development of Islamic
curriculaand the cultivation oflearners’ critical thinking skills. The significance
of'this research stems from the urgent need to invest in the Shafi‘i methodology
as an authentic pedagogical framework grounded in the scientific principles
established by Imam al-Shafi‘i for regulating the acceptance and rejection
of hadith. This framework laid the foundation for a precise methodology to
distinguish between authentic and weak narrations and to connect them with
the principles of legal reasoning. Such a methodological legacy serves as a
cornerstone that can be pedagogically employed in the contemporary digital
environment, particularly in light of the limited educational investment in the
Prophetic Sunnah and the shortcomings of current educational programs in
systematically integrating Shafi‘i principles into the construction of digital
Islamic content. The central research problem revolves around how to enhance
the Shafi‘i methodology of the Prophetic Sunnah in educational institutions
through digital pedagogical applications that contribute to improving Islamic
curricula, advancing critical thinking skills, and preparing teachers.

Keywords: Shafi‘i methodology, Prophetic Sunnah, educational
institutions, digital pedagogical applications, curriculum development,

critical thinking skills, teacher preparation.
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Abstract:

This study aims to employ Imam Al-Shafi ‘i’s methodology to strengthen
the authority of the Prophetic Sunnah within educational institutions and to
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explore its pedagogical applications. It examines the Qur’anic and Prophetic
evidence for the authority of the Sunnah according to Al-Shafi'i's perspective,
and highlights the role of his methodology in developing religious curricula
through teacher preparation and enhancing students scholarly skills. The study
also addresses the use of digital educational environments to disseminate Al-
Shafi'i's methodology and reinforce students understanding of the Sunnah.
The research concludes that practical and digital application of Al-Shafi'i’s
methodology contributes to improving religious education and deepening
awareness of the Sunnah’s authority, recommending its integration into
curricula, teacher training workshops, development of digital resources, and
promotion of applied scholarly research.

Keywords: Shafi'i's Jurisprudential Method - Authority of the Sunnah -
Educational Applications - Digital Learning
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