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Abstract:

This study examines the efforts of Imam Al-Shafi’i in emphasizing
the significance of the prophetic Sunnah and establishing its authority as a
fundamental source of Islamic Legislation.Imam Al-Shafi’i is regarded as
one of the most influential scholars who firmly defended the Sunnah against
those who denied or questioned its authenticity and authority.

The research aims to highlight the methodological foundations
employed by Imam Al-Shafi,i in proving the authority of the Sunnah through
an analytical and inductive approach.This is achieved by examining his
statements and evidences¢ particularly in his renowned work Al-Risalah.The
study also explores the relationship between the Qur’an and the Sunnah in
terms of clarification specification and restriction.

Furthermore« the research discusses the arguments of those who denied
the Sunnah and presents Imam Al-Shafi‘i’s responses to them. The study
concludes that Imam Al-Shafi‘i played a pivotal role in the development of the
principles of Islamic jurisprudence (Usul al-Figh) and in firmly establishing
the Sunnah as an independent and authoritative source of legislation. His
scholarly contributions significantly strengthened the status of the Sunnah
and protected it from criticism and denial.

Keywords: Imam Al-Shafi‘i¢ Sunnah¢ Authority of Sunnah, Usul al-
Figh, Islamic Law.
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