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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, who created humankind,

117



QLA IO

honored them with knowledge and articulation, and made the Sunnah of His
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) an authoritative source of guidance
across all times and ages.

This study addresses the principles-based theorization of the authority of
the Prophetic Sunnah as one of the most precise and profound methodological
contributions established by early scholars to regulate legal reasoning, guide
the understanding of texts, and define the methods of deriving proofs from
them.

In this context, the research aims to highlight the methodological
contribution of Imam al-Shafii in developing the foundational principles
governing the jurisprudence of the Sunnah, in light of his seminal work al-
Risalah. This is achieved through establishing regulating principles for proper
understanding, clarifying the impact of these principles on affirming the
authority of the Sunnah, and organizing the methods of its interpretation and
legal inference.

Accordingly, the Sunnah moved from the sphere of practical acceptance
to a structured, theory-based domain of legal and methodological reasoning.

Keywords: Imam al Shafii — Authority of the Sunnah — Jurisprudence
of the Sunnah — Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence — Transmission and
Comprehension — Hadith Studies — Preservation of Narration — Rationalization

of Understanding.
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