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The Impact of Imam al-Shafi'i's Statements on the Veneration of the
Sunnah upon the Jurists of His School of Thought

Imam al-Nawawi as a Model

This research aims to illustrate the impact of the statements of Imam
al-Shafi’i (may Allah have mercy on him) regarding the veneration of the
Prophetic Sunnah upon the jurists of his school of thought, taking Imam al-
Nawawi as an applied model. Imam al-Shafi’i established clear principles
founded upon giving precedence to the Sunnah, relying on authentic hadith as
proof, rejecting sectarian zealotry toward one’s school of thought, and linking
independent legal reasoning (ijtihad) to Shari’a-based evidence.

The impact of these statements is clearly manifest in Imam al-Nawawi’s
scholarly and jurisprudential methodology, as he made the Prophetic Sunnah
the focal point of deduction and juristic preference (tarjih), and he explicitly
stated that an authentic hadith takes precedence over the predominant position
of the school of thought when the evidence is established. This was also
reflected in his major works, particularly al-Majmu’ Sharh al-Muhadhdhab
and Sharh Sahih Muslim, and in his jurisprudential choices grounded in the
strength of the text and its import.

The research seeks to demonstrate that Imam al-Nawawi represents the
prominent methodological continuation of Imam al-Shafi’i in venerating the
Sunnah and evidence, and that his adherence to this methodology contributed
to establishing a Shafi’i jurisprudence founded on scholarly adherence and
the primacy of the Shari’a text, far removed from sectarian zealotry and blind
imitation.

Keywords: Imam al-Shafi’i, Imam al-Nawawi, Shafi’i School of

Thought, Veneration of the Sunnah.
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