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Abstract

This study aims to highlight the scholarly and methodological efforts
of Imam alShafi'i in establishing the authoritative status of the Prophetic
Sunnah and refuting the intellectual trends that denied it during the second
Islamic century-a period marked by the early emergence of deviations from
the Sunnah and the rise of extreme rationalist tendencies. The research adopts
an analytical-inductive approach by tracing alShafi'i's arguments across his
major foundational works, such as alRisalah, alUmm, and Ikhtilaf alHadith,
in addition to the reports transmitted by hadith scholars.

The study examines several key themes, including an analysis of the
intellectual environment that contributed to the rise of doubts about the
Sunnah; alShafi'i's method of affirming its authority through the Qur’an
by classifying types of prophetic explanation, interpreting the concept
of Hikmah, and citing verses commanding obedience to the Prophet; his
establishment of the authority of solitary reports (khabar alwahid) through
both textual and rational proofs; and his demonstration of the consensus of
early scholars on acting upon them. The research also explores his refutations
of early Quranists, Mu‘tazilites, and Ahl alRa’y, as well as his formulation
of foundational principles for resolving perceived contradictions between
hadiths, such as reconciliation, abrogation, and preference.

The study concludes that alShafi'i laid the foundations of a comprehensive
scholarly project to safeguard the Sunnah; that its authority is firmly grounded
in the Qur’an; that rejecting solitary reports would lead to the suspension of
numerous legal rulings; and that his approach to resolving hadith contradictions
became the basis for the later discipline of Mukhtalif alHadith. The research
further demonstrates that contemporary objections to the Sunnah are not new
but rather a repetition of earlier doubts that alShafi'i had already addressed
with clarity. It recommends reviving his methodological framework in
teaching usul alfigh, given its robust scholarly foundations that preserve the
Sunnah’s legislative status.

Keywords: Authority of the Sunnah, alShafi'i, solitary report, Sunnah
deniers, Mukhtalif alHadith.
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