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Abstract

This research examines the role of Zakat in addressing poverty, promoting
social solidarity, and achieving economic development within the Islamic
society through a scientific and analytical study based on Islamic texts and
economic principles in Islam. The study aims to highlight the importance of
Zakat as an integrated financial and social system that contributes to social
justice, wealth redistribution, and the strengthening of social relations among
members of society, thereby reducing poverty and economic inequality. The
research also discusses the legal foundations and socio-economic objectives
of Zakat, as well as its role in providing basic needs for the poor and needy,
maintaining economic stability, stimulating economic activity through the
circulation of wealth, and preventing wealth concentration and monopoly.

The study adopts descriptive and analytical methodologies by examining
Qur’anic verses and Prophetic traditions related to Zakat, in addition to
benefiting from contemporary economic studies addressing the impact
of Zakat on development and poverty alleviation. The research further
explores the role of modern Zakat institutions and the challenges facing
the effective implementation of the Zakat system, while presenting several
recommendations for improving the management and distribution of Zakat
funds to achieve their intended objectives more efficiently.

The study concludes that Zakat represents one of the most significant
economic instruments in Islam for combating poverty and achieving
sustainable development. Proper implementation of the Zakat system
contributes to narrowing the gap between the rich and the poor, strengthening
social security, and promoting the values of cooperation, compassion, and
social solidarity within society. Therefore, Zakat constitutes a comprehensive
economic and social system with profound humanitarian and civilizational
dimensions.
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