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Abstract

Islam launched a distinctive civilizational project from its inception in
the heart of the Arabian Peninsula. Indeed, the very first word revealed in the
Islamic call was «Read,» expressing one of the most important foundations
of civilization: knowledge. This is further emphasized by the pen, the primary
instrument of knowledge: «Read, and your Lord is the Most Generous, Who
taught by the pen, taught man that which he did not know» (Al-Alaq, verses
3 - 5). Thus, humanity learned what it did not know. The great project of
Islamic civilization was to establish a global society based on the principles
of progress and knowledge, benefiting all of humanity. With the success of the
Islamic call and the dominance of Islam among the Arabs of the Peninsula,
beginning with the state of Medina, the Islamic civilizational project emerged
as a civilizational alternative to all previous civilizations, which had reached
a stage of stagnation, decay, and distortion due to their deviation from God’s
path and their immersion in corruption and injustice. Medina became the first
significant Islamic center of civilization, a haven and refuge for Muslims. It
was in this city that the first Islamic state was established, led by its leader,
the noble Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him). In Medina,
the vocabulary and concepts of Islamic civilization were applied and put into
practice. It thus became the first practical model of the Islamic civilizational
project, which would develop and expand to encompass the entire world in
the following centuries. Therefore, this topic will be addressed by examining
religion and its relationship to civilization, discussing the formation of
civilizations in general, and Arab civilization in particular, which preceded
Islamic civilization. The early signs of Islamic civilization then emerged
from the Meccan elite, the first civilizational vanguard, and the theoretical
foundations and value system that necessitated the search for a suitable
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environment and the concept of migration (Hijra). In Medina, the features
of the Islamic civilizational project took shape, and some of its practical
details appeared in politics, administration, society, economics, thought,
and so on. The first constitution of this nascent state was issued, known as
the Constitution of Medina, which became the greatest law for preserving,
protecting, and improving human rights. These features would later form
the basis for the creativity and brilliance of Islamic civilization throughout
the ages, making it the leading civilization in the world during the medieval
period.

Keywords: Civilization - Islam - Project — Medina.
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