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ABSTRACT

This study examines the methodology employed by the Nishapuri scholar
Abu al-Hasan al-Wahidi (d. 468 AH/1076 CE) in interpreting the Qur’anic
verses of legal rulings (Ayat al-Ahkam) through his renowned commentary
al-Wasit fi Tafsir al-Quran al-Majid. The study aims to identify the principles
and methods adopted by al-Wahidi in deriving legal rulings from the Qur’anic
text and to clarify the legal evidences upon which he relied in explaining
these rulings.

The research adopts an analytical and inductive approach by examining
the legal verses discussed in al-Wasit and analyzing al-Wahidi’s exegetical
discussions and juridical preferences. The study demonstrates that al-Wahidi
did not strictly adhere to a particular legal school when discussing legal
rulings. Rather, he generally presented the opinions of jurists and exegetes
with a considerable degree of objectivity and often refrained from explicitly
favoring one opinion over another.

The study further reveals that although al-Wahidi was affiliated with the
Shafi'l school and received his scholarly training within its framework, he
was not characterized by sectarian bias. His interpretation reflects a balanced
approach that combines textual evidence, linguistic analysis, Prophetic
traditions, statements of the Companions and Successors, and legal reasoning.
Moreover, he frequently cited Shafi'i authorities whose views were consistent
with his scholarly methodology and occasionally preferred their opinions
when supported by strong evidence.

Keywords: Al-Wahidi, Al-Wasit, Verses of Legal Rulings, Tafsir,

Qur’anic Exegesis, Islamic Jurisprudence.
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