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Abstract:

This research explores the methodological characteristics that reflect the
independent legal reasoning of Imam Al-Muzani in his book Al-Mukhtasar. It
highlights his departures from the preferences of his teacher, Imam Al-Shafi’i,
regarding specific jurisprudential issues. Utilizing an analytical approach, the
study aims to identify the issues and clarify the evidence AlI-Muzani relied upon
to construct his independent opinions, thereby demonstrating his leadership
as a mujtahid jurist within the Shafi’i school rather than merely transmitting
the school’s doctrine. The significance of this study lies in uncovering Al-
Muzani’s mechanisms of critique and legal weighting while illustrating the
impact of his methodological flexibility and ability to adjudicate between
texts and various legal opinions on Islamic Jurisprudential thought.

Keywords:
Methodological Independence, Jurisprudential Ijtihad, Al-Muzani,
Analytical Approach, Legal Weighting.
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