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By the Editor-in-Chief

All praise is due to Allah, who created all creation and guaranteed their
provision. He, the Exalted, says: «And in the heaven is your provision and
whatever you are promised» (Qur’an, Al-Dhariyat: 22).

May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and all his Companions.

The economic markets are currently witnessing a marked rise in prices,
prompting some people to take to the streets in protest against governments.
Yet they have forgotten that Allah, Glorified and Exalted, is the One who
withholds provision according to His wisdom and justice and expands it
through His mercy and bounty, and that the treasures of the heavens and the
earth are in His hand. As Allah, the Exalted, says: «And to Allah belong the
treasures of the heavens and the earth» (Qur’an, Al-Munafiqun: 7).

There are impediments that may prevent the bestowal of provision.
Among them are the commission of major sins and persistence in minor sins.
Allah, the Exalted, says: «Corruption has appeared throughout the land and
sea because of what the hands of people have earned, so that He may let them
taste part of the consequences of what they have done, that perhaps they may
return» (Qur’an, Al-Rum: 41). Among the most significant impediments to
provision is riba (usury), as Allah, the Exalted, says: «Allah destroys riba
and gives increase for charitable deeds» (Qur’an, Al-Baqarah: 276).

Provision also has means through which it may be attained. Among the
foremost of these is tagwa (God-consciousness and reverent obedience to
Allah). Allah, the Exalted, says: «And whoever fears Allah, He will make
for him a way out, and will provide for him from where he does not expect»
(Qur’an, Al-alaq: 2-3). He also says: «Had the people of the towns believed
and been mindful of Allah, We would surely have opened upon them
blessings from the heaven and the earth; but they denied, so We seized them
for what they used to earn» (Qur’an, Al-A'raf: 96).

Another means is seeking forgiveness (istighfar). Allah, the Exalted,
says: «And I said: Seek forgiveness from your Lord; indeed, He is ever
Forgiving. He will send the sky upon you in abundant rain, and provide
you with wealth and children, and make for you gardens and make for you
rivers» (Qur’an, Nuh: 10-12).

Other means include placing one’s trust in Allah (tawakkul); performing
Hajj and Umrah in succession; spending upon the poor and needy;
maintaining ties of kinship; migrating for the sake of Allah from a land of
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polytheism to a land of tawhid; and expressing gratitude and praise to Allah.
As Allah, the Exalted, says: «And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed:
‘If you are grateful, I will surely increase you; but if you are ungrateful,
indeed, My punishment is severe» (Qur’an, Ibrahim: 7).

Provision has been decreed, and Allah alone disposes of it. It has means
through which it is sought, and people are therefore required to strive to
pursue those means while avoiding the impediments to provision. When
they do so, Allah expands their provision and places blessing within it. It is
narrated in the hadith: “If the son of Adam were to flee from his provision
as he flees from death, his provision would surely reach him just as death
reaches him.” (Reported by Abu Nu'aym in Hilyat al-Awliya, 790/; its chain
contains weak narrators, but it has a supporting narration by which al-Albani
graded it hasan in Al-Silsilah al-Sahihah, no. 952).
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