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Research Abstract

Islam is profoundly committed to securing human interests (Masalih)
and warding off harms (Mafasid), even in matters of worship (Ibadat).
Consequently, a Muslim is not permitted to inflict harm upon themselves or
others for the sake of attaining the rewards of worship. In fact, Islam has
permitted the utterance of words of disbelief (Kufr) under duress to preserve
life, which underscores that the preservation of life in other matters is even
more paramount. Allah, the Exalted, does not burden a soul beyond its
capacity, and He has not placed any undue hardship upon us in religion.

The annual regulation of the number of pilgrims (Hajj) falls under
this principle; it is intended to avert the harms and damages that would
predictably befall the pilgrims if the gates were left entirely open. This
was clearly witnessed during the Hajj season of 1445 AH, given the high
number of fatalities among those who performed Hajj outside the official
regulatory frameworks. The legal maxim stating that «Warding off harms
takes precedence over securing interests» (Dar' al-Mafasid awla min Jalb al-
Masalih) is one of the most important [slamic legal maxims (Al-Qawa’id al-
Fighiyyah) that should be the starting point for ruling on this contemporary
issue (Nazilah).

Keywords: Hajj — Regulation — Al-Maslahah (Interest) — Dar' al-Mafsada

(Warding off harm).
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