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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the inferential methodology of Imam
Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Badakhshi (d. 922 AH) in his critical revisions
(istidrakat) of earlier usul scholars in the chapter of consensus (ijma), as
presented in his work Manahij al-Uqul fi Sharh Minhaj al-Usul. The research
adopts a comparative analytical framework that seeks to inductively trace
these revisions, analyze their methodological structure, determine their usuli
characterization, and clarify their impact on directing juristic disagreement
and systematizing legal principles.

The study employs an inductive method to identify instances of
istidrak, an analytical method to deconstruct their inferential patterns, and a
comparative method to evaluate al-Badakhshi’s positions against those of the
majority of usul scholars.

The research arrives at several key findings, most notably that al-
Badakhshi’s istidrakat represent a disciplined critical approach within usul
al-figh, contributing to the refinement of several issues related to ijma,
particularly concerning its definition, conditions of validity, and the probative
value of certain types thereof. It further reveals his precision in the process
of tahqiq al-manat and his awareness of the underlying causes of scholarly
disagreement, alongside a general tendency to support the majority view,
albeit without strict adherence to their inferential methods.

The study highlights that examining usuli istidrakat constitutes an
important gateway to understanding the development of usul al-figh and
uncovering its critical mechanisms in addressing complex scholarly issues.

Keywords:
al-Badakhshi; Critical Rejoinders; Consensus (ijma); Principles of

Islamic Jurisprudence (usul al-figh); Manahij al-Uqul
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