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Abstract

This research presents an analytical comparative study of the rulings on
suicide crime in the Criminal Code of Southern Nigeria and the rulings of
Islamic jurisprudence. It aims to analyze the legal provisions related to the
crime of suicide in the Criminal Code of Southern Nigeria and clarify their
punishments, and examining their juristic interpretation and comparing them
with Islamic legal rulings.

The study includes an introduction, a preface, and three sections: the first
section discusses: the ruling on suicide and its punishment in the Criminal
Code of Southern Nigeria compared with Islamic jurisprudence; the second
addresses the ruling and punishment of assisting in committing suicide in
the Criminal Code of Southern Nigeria compared with Islamic jurisprudence;
and the third examines the ruling and punishment of attempted suicide in the
context of the same comparison.

The researcher reached several conclusions, the most prominent of which
are: that the concept of suicide in Nigerian law aligns with its concept in
Islamic jurisprudence, although Islamic jurisprudence does not use this term
explicitly, instead referring to it as «one who kills himself.» It also became
clear that the drafters of Nigerian law did not explicitly criminalize suicide
nor stipulate a specific punishment for it-unlike Islamic jurisprudence, which
strictly prohibits suicide, considers it among the major sins, and assigns
severe divine warnings and punishment in Hereafter, and that, the Criminal
Code of Southern Nigeria agrees with Islamic jurisprudence in criminalizing
assistance in suicide and attempted suicide, though they differ in the types of
punishments prescribed.

The researcher recommends amending the legal provisions related to the
crime of suicide in the Criminal Code of Southern Nigeria by introducing
explicit and deterrent penalties that contribute to discouraging individuals
from committing this act.
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