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Abstract

This research aims to elucidate the methodological framework of the
«Signification of Terms» (Dalalat al-Alfaz), serving as the linguistic and
foundational (Usuli) criterion for interpreting Sharia texts and ensuring
doctrinal rectitude. The study employs the issues of «Faith and Infidelity»
(al-Iman wa al-Kufr) as an applied framework to reveal the inextricable

link between semantic perception and safeguarding against contemporary
intellectual deviations.

The study establishes a conceptual knowledge base for «Signification«and
its evolving usage among linguists, legal theorists, and logicians. It then
addresses contemporary distortions in interpreting «texts of warning» (nusus
al-wa'id), illustrating how ignorance of semantic rules-such as the distinction
between the general (al-Am) and the specific (al-Khas), and the literal (al-
Haqigah) and the metaphorical (al-Majaz)-led to perilous intellectual pitfalls,
where revelation was exploited as a pretext for excommunication (Takfir) and
bloodshed.

Adopting an inductive-analytical methodology, the study investigates the
evolution of semantic concepts and their application in refining theological
discourse. The research is structured between the foundational theorization of
«Signification« and the critique of «Semantic Rigidity» (al-Jumud al-Dalali)
practiced by extremist groups through decontextualizing sacred texts.

The research concludes that most doctrinal deviations regarding
excommunication result from a failure to grasp semantic modalities. It proves
that the term «Kufr» within the Quran and Sunnah carries diverse semantic
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weights depending on context, necessitating a rigorous distinction between
infidelity that expels one from the faith and that which does not. Finally, the
study recommends entrenching the authentic Usuli methodology as a bulwark
for intellectual security and relying on the detailed insights of established
scholars to ensure moderate understanding and sustained societal stability.

Keywords: Signification of Terms, Textual Interpretation, Faith and
Infidelity, Doctrinal Rectitude, Intellectual Security.
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