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Abstract

This study examines the interest of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in
data and Big Data within international legislative and regulatory frameworks,
utilizing the «Personal Data Protection Law» (PDPL) as an empirical paradigm
for analysis. The objective of this study is to demonstrate the effectiveness of
these frameworks in achieving institutional governance and digital sovereignty
within Saudi Arabia, and their alignment with the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (UN SDGs). The researcher employs a descriptive-
analytical approach to delineate the phenomenon of Big Data and its
developmental dimensions, while analyzing the relevant statutory provisions.
Furthermore, a comparative approach is applied to interconnect Saudi national
policies with global trends and standards, illustrating the alignment of Saudi
legislation with international conventions and best practices. The study
concludes that Saudi legislation has successfully maintained a meticulous
balance; on one hand, it formulates laws and regulations that guarantee rights
inherent to the human personality derived from Islamic Sharia, and on the
other hand, it harnesses data as a sustainable economic and developmental
resource that mitigates digital waste and safeguards national security through
stringent cross-border data transfer controls.

Keywords: Personal Data Protection Law (PDPL), SDAIA, Privacy,

Saudi Arabia, Sustainable Development, Data Monetization.
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