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Abstract

Ethics represented the most salient characteristic of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him). The polytheists recognized him by his
integrity and virtue, as these qualities were innate and not contrived. Following
his mission, his moral conduct became a direct embodiment of the Qur’an,
and he continued to ascend this distinguished ethical ladder. Through both his
actions and his words, he persistently called for what may be termed *ethical

sustainability®, leaving a profound and enduring impact on the hearts of his
Companions and those whom he invited to Islam.

Inthe context of modern development, the concept of ethical sustainability
has often been misunderstood or overlooked, particularly the enduring
moral values embedded in the Prophetic Sunnah that exert a transformative
influence on individuals and societies and contribute significantly to human
development. This study aims to highlight the most prominent of these ethical
values that bring about tangible and lasting change.

The study concludes that ethical sustainability refers to the continuity
of virtuous moral principles that shape generations, guide behaviors, and
govern interactions, thereby fostering progress and advancement across
multiple spheres of life. Ethics, in this sense, constitute a universal language
that transcends cultural and geographical boundaries; they are the foundation
upon which nations rise or fall. Commitment to such ethical values thus serves
as a common ground and as immutable constants that cannot be undermined
or disregarded.

The research further identifies twelve core ethical values derived from
the Prophetic Sunnah that exert a clear and measurable impact on human
development: sincerity to God, truthfulness, trustworthiness, fulfillment of
covenants and pledges, compassion, cooperation in righteousness and piety,
justice, kindness in dealing with others, reconciliation, enjoining good and
forbidding wrong, patience, and steadfastness in upholding the truth.

Keywords: Ethical Sustainability — Ethics — Prophetic Sunnah — Impact

— Human Development
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