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By the Editor-in-Chief

All praise is due to Allah. We praise Him, seek His assistance and forgiveness,
and seek refuge in Him from the evils within ourselves and the consequences of our
misdeeds. Whomever Allah guides, none can lead astray; and whomever He leaves
astray, none can guide. I bear witness that there is no deity worthy of worship except
Allah alone, without partner, and I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and
Messenger.

As this issue is published, the Muslim Ummah welcomes the beginning of a new
Hijri year, an occasion that invites reflection upon one of the most transformative
events in Islamic history: the migration (Hijrah) of the Prophet Muhammad . The
Hijrah was not merely a geographical relocation, but a civilizational turning point
that laid the foundations for a new moral, spiritual, and political order.

Before undertaking the migration, Allah had already shown His Messenger &
the destination of his future abode. The Prophet ¢ said: «I was shown the land of
your migration, a land of palm trees situated between two lava plains.» Thereafter,
successive groups of Companions migrated to Madinah in preparation for the
establishment of a new Muslim community.

When Allah granted His Messenger permission to migrate, he visited the home of
Abu Bakr al-Siddiq (may Allah be pleased with him). A’ishah (may Allah be pleased
with her) narrates that while the household was seated in the intense heat of midday,
someone informed Abu Bakr that the Messenger of Allah #£ was approaching at an
unusual hour. Recognizing the significance of the visit, Abu Bakr understood that
an important matter had arisen. The Prophet #& then informed him that Allah had
granted permission for the migration.

Abu Bakr had already prepared two riding camels in anticipation of that moment.
Meanwhile, A’ishah and Asma (may Allah be pleased with them both) prepared
provisions for the journey. Asma famously tore a strip from her waistband to secure
the food container, earning thereafter the distinguished title Dhat al-Nitaqayn («the
Possessor of the Two Waistbandsy).

The Prophet £ and Abu Bakr departed under the cover of night and remained
concealed in the Cave of Thawr for three nights while Quraysh intensified its efforts
to locate and capture the Messenger of Allah £¢. During this period, Abdullah ibn
Abi Bakr would secretly gather intelligence from Makkah and deliver updates each
night before returning before dawn. Likewise, Amir ibn Fuhayrah, the freed servant
of Abu Bakr, would bring his flock near the cave so that they could benefit from its
milk while simultaneously obscuring their tracks.

When the search eventually reached the vicinity of the cave, Abu Bakr expressed
his concern, saying: «O Messenger of Allah, if one of them were merely to look
beneath his feet, he would see us.» The Prophet £ replied with the words that have
echoed throughout Islamic history as a timeless lesson in trust and certainty: « What
do you think, O Abu Bakr, of two whose third is Allah?»

The Prophet £& and Abu Bakr had also engaged the services of a highly skilled
guide from Banu al-Dayl, renowned for his expertise in navigating the desert routes.
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Accompanied by him, they proceeded toward Madinah, encountering various events
along the journey. Upon their arrival, the city was transformed by an atmosphere
of joy and hope. Men, women, and children emerged to welcome the Messenger of
Allah #&, while young girls of Banu al-Najjar sang verses expressing their delight at
his arrival:

«We are the young girls of Banu al-Najjar;

How wonderful it is to have Muhammad as our neighbor.»

One of the Prophet’s first initiatives upon arriving in Madinah was the
construction of the mosque, which became the spiritual, educational, and social
nucleus of the emerging Muslim society. He also established the bond of brotherhood
between the Muhajirun and the Ansar, thereby creating an unprecedented model of
solidarity founded upon faith rather than lineage, tribe, or material interest.

From this foundation emerged the first Islamic state, from which successive
generations carried the message of Islam beyond the Arabian Peninsula. They
propagated a civilization founded upon the worship of the One Creator, adorned
with justice, dignified by honor free from oppression, and committed to conveying
a message of peace without weakness and strength without tyranny. Through such
principles, hearts were won before lands were opened, and security became a defining
characteristic of the Islamic order. Their ethos reflected the principles of safety and
protection, whereby sanctity and security were extended to all.

The contemporary Muslim Ummah remains called to revisit the lessons of
the Hijrah and derive from it its enduring guidance and wisdom. It is incumbent
upon Muslims to remember the unparalleled devotion and companionship of Abu
Bakr al-Siddiq, whose loyalty and sacrifice embodied the highest standards of faith
and friendship. Likewise, the contributions of A’ishah and Asma deserve enduring
recognition for their courage and service in supporting the mission of the Prophet £&.

The Hijrah also reminds us of the central role of the mosque in nurturing
generations, cultivating leadership, and shaping individuals of character and
conviction. Equally important is the necessity of strengthening bonds of brotherhood
among the diverse components of the Muslim Ummah, recognizing that the bond of
faith transcends all other affiliations.

The Qur’an establishes this principle with remarkable clarity: «The believers are
but brothers» (Qur’an, Al-Hujurat: 10). Likewise, Allah states: «Indeed, this nation
of yours is one nation, and I am your Lord, so worship Me» (Qur’an, Al-Anbiya:
92). These principles affirm that the Muslim Ummah is united by a shared creed, a
common purpose, and collective responsibility.

As we welcome a new Hijri year, the true spirit of migration should inspire
believers not only to remember the physical migration of the Prophet £, but also to
undertake an ongoing moral migration-from sin to obedience, from division to unity,
and from weakness to renewal.

We ask Allah, the Most Generous, to return the Muslims to their faith in the most
beautiful manner, to grant them success in abandoning sins and transgressions, to
unite their ranks, strengthen their bonds, and restore their dignity and civilizational
vitality. We ask Him to revive within the Ummah the spirit that once enabled a
woman to travel from Sanaa to Hadramawt fearing none but Allah and the wolf that
might threaten her flock. Indeed, nothing is beyond the power of Allah.

And Allah alone is the Granter of success and the Guide to the straight path.
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