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Abstract

This research examines the importance of the objectives of Islamic
law (Magqasid al-Shariah) and the evidences for their legal consideration. It
does so by clarifying the concept of Maqasid al-Shariah and defining them
technically, identifying the subject matter and sources of this discipline, and
tracing its historical emergence and scholarly development. The study then
highlights the significance of understanding the objectives of Islamic law for
the sound comprehension of the legal texts and for the disciplined application
of rulings to actual cases and emerging issues. It also sets forth the evidences
for the consideration of Magqasid both textually and rationally.

The research aims to affirm that the science of Maqasid is an original
discipline deeply rooted in Islamic law, with a profound impact on realizing
human welfare and safeguarding legal rulings from deviation in understanding
or application. The study adopts an inductive-analytical methodology by
surveying relevant legal texts and scholarly statements and analyzing them to
reach the stated conclusions.

The research consists of an introduction, two main chapters, and a
conclusion, and concludes with a bibliography of sources and references. The
study arrives at several results, the most important of which are as follows:

1. The objectives of Islamic law, in technical usage, are the Lawgiver’s
aims and wisdoms behind the legislation of rulings.

2. The subject matter of the science of the objectives of the Lawgiver is
benefit and harm as they relate to the construction of legal rulings, in terms of
procuring benefits, averting harms, balancing between them, or considering
or disregarding them.
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3. The sources of the science of Maqasid al-Shariah are diverse, and
generally include: the Noble Qur’an, the Prophetic Sunnah, principles of legal
theory (usul al-figh), legal maxims, practical legal rulings, and knowledge of
the Lawgiver’s primary and subsidiary objectives.

4. The science of Maqasid emerged with the revelation, then passed
through successive scholarly stages, beginning in the era of the early leading
scholars, taking clearer shape in the time of Imam al-Juwayni, flourishing at
the hands of Imam al-Izz ibn Abd al-Salam, and reaching completion in its
structuring and codification in the era of Imam Ibn Ashur and those after him.

5. The science of Magqasid holds great importance and yields significant
benefits, foremost among them: sound understanding of the Qur’an and
Sunnah, protection from deviations and innovations, and the achievement of
correct jurisprudence regarding contemporary issues and novel circumstances.

6. Authentic textual evidence and sound reason both indicate the
consideration and validity of the objectives of Islamic law, and that they
constitute a recognized foundation in understanding the Shariah and applying
its rulings.

Keywords: Importance — Science — Objectives — Shariah — Evidences —

Consideration.
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