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his study examines the Hanbali stance on politics and the scholarly
confusion surrounding the scope of «siyasah» and its relationship to Hanbali
legal-theological foundations. It clarifies how misreadings have oscillated

between portraying political engagement as pious abstention and, at times,
as a religious duty. The research first traces the juristic use of siyasah as
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public governance and disciplinary discretion, then highlights Hanbali
contributions to the maturation of «siyasah shariyyah,» especially Ibn Aq
iI’s definition: policies that bring society closer to righteousness and further
from corruption within the overarching objectives of Shariah. The study then
outlines Hanbali principles governing ruler—subject relations, distinguishing
immutable legal certainties from discretionary public policies assessed by
the ruler according to public interest, and warning against opposition that
escalates into contesting authority and triggering fitnah. Finally, it analyzes
Imam Ahmad’s foundational role during periods of turmoil, including his
rejection of rebellion and his caution in declaring takf ir on specific rulers
during the Qur’an-createdness ordeal, emphasizing conditions, impediments,
and consequences. The study employs an inductive and analytical method,
supported by historical and comparative reading.

Keywords: Hanbalis - Politics - Authority - Allegiance - Obedience.
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