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Abstract:

This study examines the impact of foundational legal principles (al-
qawaid al-usuliyyah) on subsidiary juristic rulings (furu fighiyyah). It
specifically investigates how these principles are applied to the texts of the
Qur'an and Sunnah. This field represents one of the most significant areas
within usul al-figh, as it reveals the proficiency of the accomplished legal
theorist (al-usuli al-hadhiq) - one who adeptly applies foundational principles
and derives rulings from them in a sound manner. It also demonstrates the
mujtahidys capacity to apply these principles to cases of juristic disagreement,
thereby constituting a primary arena for developing the juristic aptitude (al-
malakah al-fighiyyah).

This research demonstrates that investigating the application of
foundational principles and their effects constitutes one of the most crucial
means of developing legal reasoning abilities, particularly when examining
the causes of juristic disagreement in subsidiary legal issues. A substantial
portion of juristic disagreement stems from differences at the level of legal
theory (ikhtilaf usuli). Moreover, a jurist>s proficiency in understanding
foundational legal principles directly correlates with the ability to reconcile
and harmonize legal evidences.

Furthermore, this study highlights the significance and explanatory
power of this field in understanding juristic disagreement. Scholars have
derived numerous rulings from the hadith concerning «the most entitled to
lead the prayer» (al-ahaqq bi-al-imamah), where many of the most significant
disagreements stem from divergent approaches to applying foundational legal
principles.
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