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Abstract

This study examines the issue of spousal testimony in Islamic
jurisprudence, focusing on its admissibility and rejection and the underlying
legal grounds affecting its validity. It surveys the juristic opinions concerning
a spouse’s testimony in favor of the other, against the other, and after the
dissolution of the marital relationship, analyzing the reasoning and evidences
upon which these views are based within the broader framework of the law of
evidence in Islamic law. The study further explores the position of the Saudi
Law of Evidence, promulgated by Royal Decree No. (M/43) dated 261443/5/H,
which explicitly provides for the inadmissibility of one spouse’s testimony in
favor of the other, even after separation. This legislative choice reflects a
deliberate effort to promote judicial consistency and prevent disparities in
judicial application. The study concludes that the legislator’s approach aligns
with the objective of safeguarding judicial integrity and ensuring stability
in judicial decisions, in harmony with the overarching purposes of Islamic
law in protecting rights and achieving justice. It also recommends further
independent studies on evidentiary issues settled by the Law of Evidence to
assess their impact on judicial stability and coherence.

Keywords:

Spousal Testimony, Legal Grounds of Admissibility, Saudi Law of

Evidence, Judicial Stability.
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