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By the Editor-in-Chief

All praise is due to Allah, the One, the Subduer. May peace and
blessings be upon His chosen servant and Prophet, Muhammad, and
upon his family and noble Companions.

Understanding the underlying causes of tribulations (fitan)
constitutes a foundational step toward developing effective responses
and sustainable remedies. From an analytical and scriptural perspective,
several principal causes may be identified:

First: The decline of religious knowledge and the proliferation of
ignorance.

It is reported on the authority of Abu Musa (may Allah be pleased
with him) that the Prophet £ said: «Before the Hour there will be days
during which knowledge will be taken away, ignorance will prevail,
and al-harj will become widespread.» It was said, « What is al-harj?» He
replied, «Killing.» (Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 7064).

Ignorance emerges not merely from the absence of learning, but
also from the gradual loss of scholars. As scholars pass away, knowledge
is diminished with their departure, thereby creating a vacuum in which
individuals lacking sound grounding in religious sciences assume
positions of authority. Consequently, they issue legal opinions without
knowledge, leading both themselves and others into misguidance.

Second: Injustice (zulm).

The Prophet & warned: «Beware of 2l (injustice), for injustice
will be darknesses on the Day of Resurrection. And beware of greed,
for greed destroyed those before you; it led them to shed blood
and make lawful what was unlawful.» (Sahih Muslim, no. 2578).
Indeed, ignorance and injustice together constitute among the most
potent generators of societal disorder and tribulation. This is profoundly
captured in the Qur’anic depiction of the human condition: «Indeed,
We offered the Trust to the heavens and the earth and the mountains,
and they declined to bear it and feared it; but man undertook it. Indeed,
he was ever unjust and ignorant» (Qur’an, Al-Ahzab: 72).

Third: Unlawful killing.

The sanctity of human life occupies a central place in Islamic
moral and legal frameworks, and its violation is a direct catalyst for
widespread corruption and instability. Allah =3 states: « Whoever kills
a soul unless for a soul or for corruption [done] in the land-it is as if
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he had slain mankind entirely; and whoever saves one-it is as if he had
saved mankind entirely» (Qur’an, Al-Ma’idah: 32).

Among all forms of bloodshed, the killing of the righteous bears
the gravest consequence. The Prophet &z said: «By the One in Whose
hand is my soul, the killing of a (=3<ll is more grievous in the sight of
Allah than the destruction of the world» (Sunan al-Nasai, no. 3986;
authenticated by al-Albani).

Conversely, the most effective safeguards against tribulations are
firmly rooted in foundational religious principles:

Foremost among them is the realization of pure monotheism
(tawhid).

Allah Ju3 states: «Those who believe and do not mix their belief
with alb (injustice)-for them is security, and they are rightly guided»
(Qur’an, Al-Anam: 82).

This verse establishes a direct correlation between theological
purity and existential security-both in this world and the Hereafter.

Additionally, adherence to 4=leall (the collective body of Muslims)
represents a critical stabilizing factor. The Prophet £ stated: « Whoever
desires the center of Paradise, let him adhere to the 4elally (Jamial-
Tirmidhi, no. 2165; authenticated by al-Albani).

Al-Tirmidhi further clarified that «al-jamaah,» as understood by
scholars, refers to the people of knowledge, jurisprudence, and hadith-
thereby underscoring the epistemic dimension of unity.

Finally, commitment to obedience and avoidance of major sins-
particularly usury (riba), which occupies a uniquely severe position
in Islamic law. Allah =3 declares: «O you who have believed, fear
Allah and give up what remains [due to you] of interest, if you are truly
believers. And if you do not, then be informed of a war from Allah
and His Messenger. But if you repent, you may have your principal-
[thus] you do no wrong, nor are you wronged» (Qur’an, Al-Baqarah:
278-279).

This explicit declaration illustrates the grave societal and moral
consequences associated with systemic violations of divine economic
ethics.

In conclusion, navigating periods of tribulation requires a return to
foundational principles: sound knowledge, justice, preservation of life,
theological integrity, communal cohesion, and moral discipline. We
ask Allah, the Exalted, to guide the Muslim Ummah toward steadfast
adherence to these principles, to unite them upon truth, and to grant
them protection from all forms of tribulation.

And Allah alone is the Granter of success and the Guide to the
straight path.
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