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Abstract

Public funds hold immense significance in Islam, as they form the
foundation of a state’s economy and are a fundamental pillar for fulfilling the
interests of the people and managing both religious and worldly affairs. The
danger of misusing them lies in the resulting economic, social, and political
damages that threaten the stability of Muslim societies, as observed in some
countries.

This research focuses on analyzing the Islamic legal ruling concerning
the misappropriation of public funds, clarifying the worldly and otherworldly
punishments that result from it. The analysis also addresses the various forms
of violations, such as theft, embezzlement, breach of trust, destruction of
public property, dereliction of duty, and illicit profiteering from one’s position,
considering these acts as misappropriation (ghulul) for which the perpetrator
will be held accountable on the Day of Judgment.

The research emphasizes that Islamic law, despite juristic differences
regarding the application of the specific hadd punishment for theft to public
funds, unanimously prohibits their misappropriation and mandates deterrent
discretionary (ta'zir) punishments proportionate to the crime’s severity. These
can range from financial penalties to dismissal from position, imprisonment,
and flogging. Anyone who conceals such crimes is considered a partner in the
sin and aggression and deserves punishment.

Keywords: Public Funds, Misappropriation, Punishment, Corruption,
Treasury.
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