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Abstract

This study examines Ibn Hisham’s interpretation of Gharib al-Qur An
(unfamiliar Qur’anic vocabulary) through his work al-Sirah al-Nabawiyyah,
focusing specifically on Surat al-Bagarah and Surat Al Imran. It adopts an
inductive-analytical approach aimed at collecting the passages in which Ibn
HishAm addressed such expressions, analyzing his method in explicating
their meanings, and comparing his interpretations with the views of leading
linguists and exegetes. The study also documents the poetic citations he
employs and traces them back to their original sources.

The research relies on the inductive method in surveying the relevant
passages within al-Sirah, and on the comparative analytical method in
examining Ibn HishAm’s formulations, evaluating them linguistically and
exegetically, and identifying their connection to the linguistic tradition. The
study identifies twenty-six instances in total: fourteen in Surat al-Baqarah and
twelve in Surat Al ImrAn.

The findings indicate that Ibn HishAm follows a lexical-linguistic
approach grounded in determining the primary semantic root of each term,
substantiating meanings through Arabic poetry, and confining himself to
the core lexical sense without extensive engagement in exegetical disputes.
This reflects his firm grounding in the Arabic language and demonstrates the
impact of his linguistic training on his treatment of Gharib al-Qur’An.

The study further shows that compiling Ibn HishAm’s interpretations
of Gharib al-Qur’An from all his works could form the basis of an
independent scholarly project in this field. It also underscores the importance
of interdisciplinary studies that integrate Qur’anic exegesis and Arabic
linguistics in the service of understanding the Qur’anic text.
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