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Editorial
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By the Editor-in-Chief

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds. May peace and 
blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and his 
Companions.

This issue coincides with the advent of the blessed month of 
Ramadan-may Allah make it a month of goodness, prosperity, and 
blessing for the entire Muslim Ummah. On this occasion, it is fitting 
to reaffirm the pivotal role of Ramadan in consolidating the unity 
of Muslims worldwide. It is a month in which believers collectively 
observe fasting, engage in nightly prayers, recite the Qur’an, and 
dedicate themselves to acts of righteousness and benevolence.

Despite this profound manifestation of unity, an annual point of 
contention persists concerning the announcement of the beginning 
of the month. Some communities commence fasting earlier, while 
others begin later. This divergence is commonly attributed to a well-
established juristic disagreement regarding the consideration of 
differing lunar horizons (ikhtilaf al-matali) and their impact on the 
unity of fasting.

The majority of jurists maintain that a single verified sighting 
of the crescent suffices for all Muslim lands, based on the general 
applicability of the Prophet’s  statement: «Fast upon its sighting 
and break your fast upon its sighting; and if it is obscured from 
you, then complete the number of Shaban as thirty.» In contrast, 
Imam al-Shafii (may Allah have mercy upon him) upheld the 
validity of differing horizons in determining the commencement 
of fasting. His position draws upon the well-known understanding 
of the noble Companion Abdullah ibn Abbas (may Allah be 
pleased with them both), who, when informed by Kurayb of the 
crescent sighting in al-Sham, did not suffice with that report 
for the people of al-Hijaz, but instead required an independent 
local sighting or the completion of thirty days of Shaban. 
While we acknowledge that this juristic divergence constitutes the 
principal cause of the annual discrepancy in announcing Ramadan, 

Volume 23, Issue 78 (February 2026)



14

we contend that it remains possible to mitigate this division by 
adopting the opinion of the majority-particularly in view of the 
higher objective (maslahah ulya) of preserving Muslim unity. This 
approach would prevent the recurring confusion experienced by many 
Muslims at the commencement of fasting, especially those residing 
in Western countries, where divisions may become pronounced. In 
some instances, members of the same community begin fasting on 
different days-Wednesday, Thursday, or even Friday-an occurrence 
that visibly fragments communal cohesion and affects the spiritual 
solidarity of Muslims within a single locality.

The majority opinion rests upon a strong textual foundation, 
grounded in the Prophet’s  general address to the Ummah: 
«Fast upon its sighting.» Furthermore, the Prophet  emphasized 
communal unity in his statement: «Fasting is the day you all fast; 
breaking the fast is the day you all break it; and al-Adha is the day 

graded it sahih). 

narration to mean that fasting and breaking the fast are to be observed 
in accordance with the collective body of Muslims. Indeed, certain 
jurists inferred from this tradition that if an individual were to sight 
the crescent independently, yet the governing authority did not act 
upon his testimony, he remains obliged to fast with the Muslim 
community in order to preserve unity and prevent discord.

In light of this recurring divergence-one that scarcely passes a 
year without reappearing-it is incumbent upon Muslim scholars and 
contemporary fiqh councils to convene and strive toward a unified, 
binding resolution. Such an endeavor would serve the overarching 
objective of safeguarding the unity of the Ummah and precluding the 
manifest harms of division, particularly among Muslim minorities 
in Western societies, where such discrepancies exert a tangible 
negative impact on communal cohesion and collective identity.


