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The Jurisprudential Classification of Witness Protection

in Light of the Saudi Law on the Protection of Whistleblowers,
Witnesses, Experts, and Victims

Abstract:

This study examines the jurisprudential classification (takyeef fighi) of
the Saudi Law on the Protection of Whistleblowers, Witnesses, Experts, and
Victims, issued by Royal Decree No. (M/148) on 18 February 2024, marking
a significant advancement in criminal justice.

The research analyzes the Sharia foundations of this system, reviews
protection mechanisms recognized in Islamic jurisprudence, and evaluates
the extent to which the Saudi framework aligns with Sharia objectives and
legal maxims. It also explores the impact of witness protection on ensuring
judicial integrity, strengthening criminal justice, and enhancing both general
and specific deterrence.

The study adopts an inductive approach to survey jurisprudential
sources, an analytical approach to examine the provisions of Saudi law, and
a comparative approach to contrast Islamic jurisprudence with contemporary
legislation. Findings show that the Saudi system combines preventive
measures-such as concealing identity and avoiding direct confrontation-
with practical measures like security protection, financial support, and
social assistance. It concludes that the system upholds Sharia objectives
by eliminating harm, ensuring justice, safeguarding rights, and reinforcing
public trust in the judiciary.

Keywords: jurisprudential classification, witness protection, criminal

justice, Sharia policy, Sharia objectives.
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