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AH) in His Marginal Notes «Al-Nafahat ala Sharh al-Waraqat»
and Its Main Features
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Abstract

This research is concerned with describing the marginal commentary
Al-Nafahat ala Sharh al-Waragat, along with introducing its author, Sheikh
Ahmad ibn Abd al-Latif al-Khatib, may Allah have mercy on him. It is a
study of his general approach in the marginal notes and the key features of the
commentary, including his attention to vocabulary and terminology- clarifying
linguistic and customary meanings, vowel markings, and guidance toward
preferred expressions used by the author and commentator- as well as his
focus on sentence structure and syntax, explanation of the overall meaning,
responses to raised questions, and his additions of various observations, issues,
and benefits. All of this is presented through collecting specific elements of
the scholarly material scattered throughout the marginalia, with descriptive
analysis supported by examples.

The researcher has devoted separate sections to both the general
methodology and these detailed features, preceded by a brief introduction to
the Sheikh, a definition of what a hashiyah (marginal commentary) is, and an
explanation of its customary use in such contexts.

The study concludes with findings that highlight the importance of this
type of scholarly format, particularly showcasing the unique method and
features of Al-Nafahat. The researcher recommends further study into the
writing methodologies of scholars of legal theory (usul), as such research can
make these sciences more accessible to students and scholars.

Keywords: marginal note — Al-Nafahat — Al-Waraqat — methodology —
features — Al-Khatib.
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