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The Criterion of Beauty: Necessity or Complement in Choosing a Wife

Mohamed Abdelhamid Khaled El-Shargqawi®’
Abstract:

This study aims to explore the significance of the criterion of beauty in
choosing a wife from the perspective of Islamic Sharia, through examining
the Prophet’s (PBUH) selection of his wives. The objective is to determine
the position of this criterion among necessities, needs, and complements. The
study explains the concept of beauty, as well as the notions of necessities
and complements. It also clarifies the Sharia’s view regarding the criterion of
beauty in choosing a wife and the natural human inclination towards beauty as
a divine blessing in this world and the Hereafter. Moreover, it highlights that
one of the wisdoms behind the legislation of looking at a prospective bride
prior to marriage is the consideration of beauty. The study further discusses
Sharia’s encouragement to choose the most beautiful wife and establishes
that a woman’s beautification for her husband is a religious duty and a sign of
her righteousness. Additionally, it illustrates the extent to which the Prophet
(PBUH) considered beauty when choosing his wives.

The problem addressed in this study arises from the widespread opinion
that beauty should not be regarded as a criterion in choosing a wife. This
has led some young men to marry without considering this aspect, which in
turn has resulted in comparisons and divorce. Another issue lies in the lack
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of a clear understanding of Sharia’s stance on the criterion of beauty and
its importance in selecting a wife, as well as the insufficient awareness in
guiding young people in their marital choices.

The study concludes that beauty, as a criterion in choosing a wife, falls
under the category of needs (hajiyyat). The Prophet (PBUH) gave this criterion
great attention when choosing his wives, may Allah be pleased with them.

Keywords: Beauty, Choosing a Wife, The Criterion of Beauty in the

Prophet’s (PBUH) Selection of His Wives.
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