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Abstract

This paper aims to address the most important principles concerning
the Pillars of Faith by offering introductory definitions and clarifications.
The central issue the researcher seeks to explore is the development of an
accessible entry point to understanding the Pillars of Faith. The study is
structured as follows: an introductory overview, followed by a preliminary
section explaining the intended meaning of the term «Pillars of Faith.» This
is succeeded by three main sections: the first examines their names, their
status, and the ruling on learning them; the second discusses their number, the
question of additions, and their canonical arrangement; and the third considers
the legal methodology in presenting them, the subjects they encompass, their
role in forming concise creedal summaries, their distinct characteristics, and
their benefits. The paper concludes with a summary of key findings, including:

That the Pillars of Faith are referred to by several names, the most
prominent being: the principles of faith (qawa'id al-iman), the foundations of
belief, the fundamentals of religion (both declarative and epistemological),
and the doctrinal or creedal essentials. They are of great significance, having
been affirmed by previous believing nations and by the Muslim community,
and they constitute the basis through which Islam is affirmed. Learning them is
obligatory-some aspects in general, others in detail. The topics encompassed
within the Pillars of Faith fall into three categories: theology (ilahiyyat),
prophethood (nubuwwat), and eschatology (ma'ad).

Keywords: Introductions¢ definitory, creed, pillars of the faith, belief in
Allah, belief in the angels¢ belief in the messengers« belief in the books, belief

in the last Day, belief in destiny.
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