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Abstract

This research investigates the concept of shadhdh (anomalous) Qur’anic
readings and their legal implications, focusing on the interest shown by
scholars of usiil al-figh in the Qur’an as a source of legal rulings. Usul scholars
extensively examined the Qur’an’s modes of transmission, concluding that
only readings transmitted through tawatur (mass transmission) are deemed
part of the Qur’anic text. There is consensus that readings not transmitted via

tawatur are not considered Qur’anic; however, scholars differ regarding their
use in legal reasoning.

The study adopts an inductive-analytical methodology: inductively
tracing the positions of early usiil scholars regarding anomalous readings
from classical sources, and analytically comparing their legal applications,
categorizing opinions, presenting evidences, and identifying the most
convincing positions based on methodological analysis.

One of the key findings is that the term «anomalous reading» (qira’ah
shadhdhah) among usul scholars is broader than its technical use among
Qur’anic reciters. The majority of scholars agree that anomalous readings
are not permissible for recitation during prayer or otherwise, nor can they
be transmitted as Qur’anic text. Nevertheless, scholars from all major legal
schools have employed these readings in contexts such as legal preference
(tarjih), clarification, reconciliation between conflicting texts, or evidential
support. The degree of reliance on these readings varies among scholars.
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It is important to note that invoking anomalous readings for such
purposes does not equate to recognizing them as Qur’an, as there is consensus
that Qur’anic status cannot be established through solitary reports (khabar
al-wahid) alone. As for the use of anomalous readings as independent legal
evidence (outside the scope of preference or support), scholars are divided
into three main positions. The strongest view holds that they do not constitute
authoritative legal proof. Additionally, the debate over the probative value
of anomalous readings does not extend to the general validity of khabar al-
wahid.

Keywords: anomalous reading — probative value — legal preference —

evidential support — impact on legal rulings
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