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Research Summary

This study examines the persuasive power of the Prophet Muhammad’s
£ letters, focusing on the role of situational context in shaping their structure
and rhetorical effectiveness. While some original manuscripts of these letters
have been preserved and authenticated through rigorous scholarly methods,
earlier studies often relied on transmitted narrations, which led to textual
discrepancies and lacked contextual discourse analysis.

Adopting a discourse analysis methodology, this research reevaluates the
Prophet’s letters as coherent written texts, where context plays a central role
in shaping form and meaning. The study concludes the following:

The superstructure of Islamic letters draws from pre-Islamic conventions,
yet the letters were crafted contextually to maximize persuasive effect. This
is illustrated by contrasting outcomes-such as the conversion of the Negus of
Abyssinia and the rejection by Khosrow of Persia, who tore the letter in anger.

Contextual factors influenced the inclusion or omission of structural
elements based on the status and disposition of each recipient.

At the microstructural level, the variation in illocutionary acts (speech
acts) and argumentation strategies reflected sensitivity to the communicative
context, with specific adjustments made to suit the recipient’s background
and position.

The Prophet’s letters demonstrate all essential components of
effective discourse as identified by modern linguists: textual cohesion,
high informativeness, contextual appropriateness, persuasive strength, and
credibility-making them exemplary models of written Islamic communication.

Keywords: Situational Context; Prophetic Letters; Superstructure;

Microstructure; Discourse Analysis
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