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Abstract

Perpetual and Temporary Endowment

A perpetual endowment explicitly or implicitly includes perpetuity or
lacks a specified duration. Its continuity extends to the natural lifespan of the
endowed asset, such as an endowed animal.

A temporary endowment, however, grants the benefit of an asset-whether
rental income or produce-to the beneficiary for a fixed period as determined
by the endower.

The choice between these endowments depends on the greater benefit
intended. Prioritization follows a hierarchy of necessity, where essential
(daruri) needs take precedence over complementary (haji) ones. Within each
category, benefits are ranked according to their importance in Islamic law.

When two competing interests arise-one linked to a perpetual and the
other to a temporary endowment-the decision should be based on:

1. Strength of necessity: Essential needs always come first. If both are
essential, the hierarchy applies: religion (din), life (nafs), lineage
(nasl), etc.

2. Generality vs. specificity: A general benefit outweighs a specific
one within the same category.

3. Urgency: Immediate needs take priority over those that can wait.

4. Long-term impact: If urgency is equal, preventing harm takes
precedence over gaining benefit.
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