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The Prophetic Hadith Reported by Abui Hurayrah
(may Allah be pleased with him):

«The Imam Was Appointed to Be Followed»
A Study of Its Chains of Transmission and Supporting Narrations
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Abstract ]

This study presents a scholarly investigation into the takhrij (referencing
and verification) of a noble Prophetic hadith reported by Abu Hurayrah (may
Allah be pleased with him), in which the Prophet ¥ said: «The imam was
appointed to be followed...» This narration consists of multiple clauses and

serves as a foundational text in various jurisprudential matters related to the
nature of prayer and congregational worship.

The hadith is notable for its widespread transmission and for being
among the well-known narrations (mashhiir) supported by multiple chains
(turuq) and corroborating reports (shawahid) that strengthen one another. The
researcher undertook a detailed hadith analysis by referencing its primary
sources, both within the Sahihayn (al-Bukhari and Muslim) and in other
authentic compilations, focusing on the specific wording: «The imam was
appointed to be followed...»

The objectives of this study include:

Demonstrating the importance of the science of hadith and reinforcing
confidence in the meticulous transmission of the Sunnah to the Muslim
ummah through the most rigorous levels of verification developed by Islamic
scholars;

Clarifying how authentic narrations mutually support one another,
thereby strengthening the believer’s conviction in Allah’s preservation of the
Prophetic tradition, the integrity of the Companions (may Allah be pleased
with them), and the precision of the hadith scholars (may Allah reward them).

The research led to several key findings, most notably:
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Strengthening assurance in the accurate and reliable transmission of the
Sunnabh;

Emphasizing the veneration of the Sunnah and its scholars, and the
imperative of adhering to the Sunnah in all matters, prioritizing it above
human opinion.

Recommendations include:

Encouraging further specialized and comprehensive studies on

foundational hadiths upon which major doctrinal and legal principles are
based.

Keywords: Mashhir hadith - Takhrij - Hadith transmission paths - The

imam was appointed to be followed - When he recites, listen attentively
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