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ABSTRACT

Research Topic: This study focuses on the readings contained in the
remaining sections of the Qur’an cataloged under the number (Arabe 351)
at the National Library of France, which is estimated to have been written
around the third century of the Hijra. This Qur’an manuscript includes both
widely accepted readings from the ten reciters and some rare readings.

Research Objectives: The aim of this research is to unravel the state of
readings in ancient Qur’an manuscripts and to provide an additional source
for documenting these readings alongside the traditional books of narration.
Furthermore, we seek to highlight the historical attention given by scribes
to the transcription of readings in the Qur’an manuscripts and to elucidate
their meticulous methodology in distinguishing between the primary reading
inscribed in the manuscript and the additional readings, utilizing the colour
coding established during that historical period.

Study Methodology: This research relied on the examination and
extraction of readings from the preserved Qur’an manuscript located in the
National Library of France, cataloged under the number (Arabe 351). A
comparative analysis was conducted with various sources, followed by an
evaluation of the findings.

Conclusions: Among the most significant outcomes of the study
is the identification of both widely accepted and rare readings within this
Qur’an manuscript. It was observed that some readings were presented in a
simplified form, while others were included for their scholarly benefits. The
primary reading in the Qur’an manuscript was a simplified version according
to the narration of Warsh from Nafi’, indicated in red. The secondary reading
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aligned with that of Hamzah, marked in green in areas where it differed from
Warsh. Additional readings, highlighted in blue for reference, varied between
those that matched the readings of the ten well-known readers and others
considered rare. The study concluded that this Qur’an manuscript serves as a
valuable resource for various readings, preserving numerous interpretations.

Keywords: Early Qur’anic Manuscripts - Qur’anic Readings - Well-
Known Readings - Lesser-Known Readings
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